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ASCO and State Affiliates: 
Partners in Advocacy

• Sign-on letters to Congress

• Meetings with federal & state 
policymakers

• Grassroots alerts

• Social media campaigns

• Joint state letters

• Testimony at state hearings

• Regulatory comments
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Advancing Shared Advocacy Priorities

Dr. Yogesh Jethava, Indiana Society 
Board member, testifies in support 

of drug repository legislation
Dr. Marc Nuttall, Utah Society 

President, with Senator Bramble at a 
copay accumulator bill press event

Dr. Doug Fair alongside Rep. Ray 
Ward testifying in favor of Utah 
fertility preservation measure
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Landscape on Capitol Hill



2023 Key Dates for Policy Action 

September 1
CMS will publish the first 10 

Medicare Part D drugs selected for 
the Medicare Drug Price 

Negotiation Program
February 7

State of the Union 
Address 

May 11
COVID-19 Public 

Health Emergency 
ends

December 31
Provider reimbursement provisions 

expire

Summer 2023
The debt ceiling will need to be 
raised or suspended in 2023

September 30
Government Funding Expires 

PAHPA reauthorization

March 9
POTUS budget 

release



Committee Leadership’s Healthcare Priorities for 2023
Senate Finance Committee

Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR) PBMs; Medicare Advantage; IRA implementation; mental health; health care 
workforce; rural health; chronic care

Ranking Member Mike Crapo (R-ID) Medicare Advantage; HHS and IRA oversight; drug pricing; rural health

Senate HELP Committee

Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-VT) Drug pricing; Medicare for All; rural health; primary care access; health care 
workforce

Ranking Member Bill Cassidy (R-LA) No Surprises Act oversight; drug pricing; HHS oversight; dyslexia

House Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO) HHS and IRA oversight; rural health; telehealth
Ranking Member Richard Neal (D-MA) IRA implementation; protecting ACA provisions

House Energy and Commerce Committee
Chair Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) HHS, IRA, and pandemic oversight; PBMs; opioid crisis; price transparency

Ranking Member Frank Pallone (D-NJ) IRA implementation; protecting ACA provisions; drug pricing; community health 
centers

House Education and the Workforce Committee
Chair Virginia Foxx (R-NC) Employer-sponsored insurance and association health plans; surprise medical 

bills; workforce development

Ranking Member Bobby Scott (D-VA) Protecting ACA (e.g., preventive health services and fixing so-called “family 
glitch”); surprise medical bills

CHAIR RANKING MEMBER



118th Congress: ASCO’s Priorities

Medicare Physician Payment

Prior Authorization

Pharmacy Benefit Managers

Cancer Research Funding

Other Ongoing Priorities



Medicare Physician Payment

2023 Focus
• Long-term reform needed
• Educating lawmakers
• Urging Congress to hold hearings
• APM bonus expires at year end



Prior Authorization

Multi-pronged advocacy approach
• Proposed rules
• Federal legislation
• State legislation
• Survey & new position statement
• Ad campaigns
• Social media



Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs)
Advocating at all levels
• Capitol Hill 

• Bipartisan, bicameral attention
• Multiple bills

• Legislation across the states
• Regulatory activity
• Investigations



Fiscal Year 2024 Appropriations 

FY 2022 – Enacted FY 2023 – Enacted FY 2024 – Asks

NIH $44.959 billion $47.459 billion Pending

NCI $6.913 billion $7.32 billion* $9.988 billion

ARPA-H $1 billion $1.5 billion At least $1.5 billion

*2023 is the last year of funding for the original Cancer Moonshot



Other Policy Issues to Watch

 Drug Pricing
 Step Therapy 
 Copay Accumulators
 Telemedicine
 Clinical Trials Diversity
 Cancer Screening

 Drug shortages
 VALID Act
 Oral Parity
 Pediatric Cancer
 Tobacco/ENDS
 PHE Unwinding



ASCO Advocacy: Get Involved

• Action alerts with ASCO positions on key bills
• Provides draft messages to personalize & 

send to your lawmakers
• Visit www.asco.org/ACTNetwork

Advocacy at Home
• Meet with your lawmakers in the state or 

district

Jennifer.Brunelle@asco.org

http://www.asco.org/ACTNetwork
mailto:Jennifer.Brunelle@asco.org
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