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Project purpose

• About 135K deaths from 
lung cancer in 2020 (Men 
slightly more than women)

• Lung cancer is leading 
cause of death among both 
men and women, making 
up almost 25% of all cancer 
deaths











ASCO Statement on New Screening Cutoffs

In this cross-sectional study, expanded 
USPSTF eligibility criteria were associated 

with 5,371,908 additional individuals 
eligible for with relative increases highest 

for Asian, Black, Hispanic, and female 
individuals, aligning with the goal of 

reducing race and ethnic and sex 
disparities in eligibility

While approximately 619,054 newly 
eligible individuals were screened under 
expanded recommendations, 2022 [lung 
cancer screening] prevalence remained 
low (16.4%). Prior analyses using 2013 

USPSTF criteria reported prevalence rates 
of 12.8% in 2019 (20 states) … and 21.2% 

in 2021 (4 states), indicating a similar 
prevalence rate in 2021 and 2022 (19.6%)







Deterrents for implementing a LDCT lung screening program

Low cancer rates 
identified from screening 

Technology and labor 
cost

Low rates of 
reimbursement. 

The American Lung 
association reports only 
2% of the eligible high-

risk population is 
screened in Arizona. 

This is significantly lower than 6% 
of the national rate

Yuma will benchmark 
against self and 

collaborate with external 
facilities to identify best 

practices and correlations 
to national data
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Why build a lung program?

Patient Capture 
&

Management 

Lung TherapyMarket 
Outreach 

Revenue 
Generation

Program 
Development

Advances in 
Diagnostics

Lung Service Line 
Volume Growth

Increased patient volume
Increased procedures
Increased downstream
Stage shift lung cancer diagnosis and treatment

Software
Patient Management Platform

Program Development 
Optimization

Diagnostics and 
Treatment

Building for the 
Future



Impact of Project

To increase early-stage cancer diagnosis

To increase curative treatment options 

To impact overall survival rates of lung cancer

Thereby reducing mortality among high-risk patients
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Yuma County Data

• Yuma has about 30% more cases 
with stage III and IV lung cancers as 
compared to the rest of Arizona

• We see about 100 new-analytic 
lung cancer patients at our cancer 
center 



1101

665

Entered Completed

60% LDCT Completed

2023

306

98

Entered Completed

32% LDCT Completed

2024



14

139

237

330

365

267

105

18

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

≤49 50-55 56-60 61-65 66-70 71-75 76-79 ≥80

LDCT Lung Referrals by Age
Feb 15, 2022 - Aug 18, 2023

863

604

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

Female Male

LDCT Referrals by Gender
Feb. 15, 2022 - Aug.18, 2023



0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Total

2023 Data

Entered Completed

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

2023 Lung RADS 3&4

L R 4 L R 3



Yuma Cancer Data till Dec’ 2023



Project Summary

Multidisciplinary team 
available to guide 

management of findings

Lung Program 
Coordinator- Carmen 

Pulido

Multidisciplinary Lung 
Nodule Conference Lung nodule Clinic 

Certify Radiology- ACR 
registry

Electronic scheduling, 
tracking and monitoring 

data (LungView)
EBUS program

Community Partners- 
Amb/FM/IM YRMC, 

Sunset, San Luis Walk In 
Clinic, Prison System, 

Education and Outreach- 
HRA on YRMC website Tobacco cessation

Program Metrics 
(eligibility, CMS coverage, 
adherence, yearly follow 
up, incidental findings, 
volumes, payers etc.)



Research Needs & Gaps

Research to identify 

Biomarkers that can accurately identify persons at high 
risk is needed to improve detection and minimize false-

positive results

Technologies that can help more accurately discriminate 
between benign and malignant lung nodules is needed

Risk prediction models to select patients for lung cancer 
screening

Implementing in more diverse community settings as the balance of benefits and harms differs from those observed in RCTs.

among racial/ethnic minorities, among populations 
socially 

economically disadvantaged (for whom smoking 
prevalence and lung cancer incidence is higher) in settings that screen greater numbers of women

Overcoming bureaucracy implementing the program and uptake in cancer screening in the communities.



Teamwork makes dreamwork!

• Valorie Harvey
• Abhinav Chandra, MD, MBA
• Carmen Pulido
• Shaun List



Thank you 
for your 
time!
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