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WHO WE ARE
The Council of Affili.ateJ
Regional Rad iation O ncology
Societies (C ARRO S) was
fou nded in 1978 to provide a
mechanism for the exchange
and dissemination of inforrru ­
lion on the clin ical practice of
radiation o ncology at th e state
and region al levels. CA RRO S
is involved in developing com­
prehensive radia tio n oncology
progr.lms and co ntinuing med­
ical education• and prO\'id ing.a
[rarnewo rk for dialogue among
the state and regional o rganiaa ­
tions representing other onco­
I~ic d isciplines. C ARROS
also wo rks to further th e
r urposes of the Am erican
College of IUdiolo\;)' (AC R)
and the American Society for
Therapeutic Radiology and
Oncology (AST RO).at the
sta te and region al levels.

TOP PRIORITIES IN 2001
• Expansion of membershi p to
include new geographic regions
currently not represented in the
organization
• Fo llowing those legislative
and regulatory issues outlined
by the Joint ACRJASTRO
Go vernment Relations
Committee

Since its inception. CARR O S
has disseminated fedetall~­

isladve and regulatory inform.aaon
in .a timely manner through its net­
work of radiation oncologists.
CARROS remains commined 10
identifying and addressing emerg­
ing pofitical and socioeconomic
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trends rhat may affect the clinical
practice of radiation oncology .

Adv.ancing sta te-of-the-art
technology in radiation oncology
du ring a time of cost constraint
remains a challenge. Today's vast
array of inno vative technologies
requires significant financial ou t­
lays and changes to the physical
plant, and dramatically alters the
day-eo-day ope rat ions of a depart­
ment. Deciding which technologies
to incorporate remains difficult.
Although compelling data may
suggest a benefit for our patients,
the efficacy and benefits of many
emergin~ techn ologies have not yet
been fully evaluated. CARROS is
committed to fos tering quality
imp ro vement and creating an
ongoing evaluation process of new
treatment modalities.

CARROS, through the ACR
Radiation O ncology Carrier
Advisory Committee (CAC)
Network, closely monitors Health
Care Finanein~ Administration
(HCFA) policies. HCFA requires
state Medicare carriers to maintain
Carrier Advisory Committees
comprised of physician representa­
tives fro m each medical specialty.
Radiation oncologis ts are repre­
sented in each state by the radiation
oncology represe nta nve and alter­
nate selected to serve on the CAC.
CAe represenrarives review and
comment on drafts of local med ical
review policiesprior to implemen­
tation. Through sta te radiati on
oncology CAC representatives,
radiation onco log ists have the
opportunity to submit reco mmen­
dations o n medical policies while
th ey are still in draft fonna t and
evaluate the pol icies that may affect
socioeconomic and clinical prac­
tices. The ACR Radiation
Oncology CAC N etwork, com­
prised of each radiation oncology
state CAC representative and alter-

nate, works to advise and support
radiat ion oncologists' interactions
with Medicare at the locallevel.

CARROS is involved in legisla­
tive issues primarily throu gh the
jo int ACRJASTRO Government
Relations Committ ee. In 2001 ,
CARRaS flans to follo w several
key issues, including:
• Plans to expand, intensify. and
coo rdinate activities at the Institute
for Biomedical Imaging and
Bioengineering al the National
Institutes o f Health
• NuclearRegulatory Commission
(N RC) licens ing requests to use
the new ly approv ed intravascular
brach)'therw devices (the Cordis
Checkmate System and the
Ncvosee Beu-Cath™ System)
• Monitoring NRC trai ning and
expe rience req uirements for
authorized users
• Reviewing the medical reco rd
privacy ru les issued by the
Department of H ealth and H uman
Services in December 2000 to
determine their impact on radiatio n
oncologists.

Currently, CARRO S has active
regional societies representing 45
states; Was hington. D.C.; Puerto
Rico; and Can.ada. Thirt y statts
and Puerto Rico have their own
chapters, and 16 sta tes are part of
regional societies, CARROS is
organizing .a regional chapter that
will include N evada, Colorado,
.and Utah.

CARROS holds its annual
meeting in co njunction with the
ASTRO an nual meeti ng. and a
caucus for all radia tion oncologists
is held each year d uring the ACR
annual meettng. Any radia tion
on cologist who is a member of the
ACR can become a memb er of
CARRO S if his or her state has a
CARRaS-affiliated chapter . ..
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