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August 13, 2009

August XX, 2009
Dear XXXXXXXX (input your congress person name)
My name is xxxxxx and I am a Medical Oncologist here in your District in (state’s name).  I am writing to you today to discuss a number of health care related issues that will affect my practice and my patients beginning in 2010 if left as currently proposed.
(Include a paragraph describing your facility, including the number of doctors employed there, as well as the number of patients seen.)  
I would like to bring to your attention the massive cuts facing Medical and Radiation Oncology due to the 2010 proposed Physician Fee Schedule.  In the 2010 proposal, Medical Oncologists would face a 6 percent reduction to their services, not taking into account the 21 percent reduction due to the SGR formula.  This means that Medical Oncology may actually face a nearly 28 percent reduction in 2010.  In the proposed rule, CMS will cut radiation oncology services 40 percent of which 21 percent of that number is due to the SGR formula.  

These cuts would force us to make drastic changes to the way we treat patients and run our practice.  We will be forced to either: stop seeing Medicare patients; see drastically less Medicare patients and therefore shift them to the hospital setting instead; fire employees; or delay other capital investments. 

We urge you to put a stop to these massive cuts to reimbursement.  When you take these cuts, and combine them with ever decreasing reimbursement from private payers, we will soon be in a situation where Medicare patients can only get their care in the hospital setting, which can be very difficult for 
We would also like to formally invite you to our practice while you are back in the District to discuss this and other aspects of health care reform and your views on it.  If you can find the time to make a visit, we would be honored to host you and show you firsthand how deep changes might affect cancer patients and their caregivers.  Please contact me for more information on a site visit or in regard to any other aspect of this letter.
Thank you,
