Dear ________  (Your NC State Representative and/or Senator):

We are a North Carolina oncology practice with offices in _______, _________, ________, and ___________.  We were distressed and alarmed to learn of the reductions in reimbursement for North Carolina Medicaid patients.  The 9% reduction in infusion services, lab and, consultation services, combined with the 3.1% reduction in drug reimbursement has created the following crisis in treating and managing North Carolina Medicaid oncology and hematology patients.  

· Community based oncology care has proven to be the most efficient and cost effective cancer in the country and in our state.  

· Patients with North Carolina Medicaid as their primary health coverage represent approximately 8% of all of our patients. 

· Prior to 10/01/09, Medicaid paid for services at 95% of the current Medicare rates.  As you know, Medicare rates have also proven to be inadequate for effective cancer care. 

· Effective 10/01/09, Medicaid reimbursement is not covering the direct drug expense for over 80 of the 150 drugs we use to treat cancer patients. 

· Effective 10/01/09 the combined NC Medicaid reimbursement for treatment drug and treatment services does not even cover the direct expense for 16 of the most effective treatments for cancer and related  diseases. This includes standard treatments for breast, lung and other cancers.   
· The decision to lower NC Medicaid reimbursement is jeopardizing cancer care for North Caroline Medicaid residents. These patients will now either receive sub-standard care that will result in higher long term costs to the North Carolina Medicaid program or they will be forced to be treated in our North Carolina hospitals, a more expensive and less efficient delivery system. 

We implore you to re-consider this decision to lower reimbursement to oncology providers across the state.  It is in the best interest of the North Carolina Medicaid program and the Medicaid recipients to reverse this decision.

We would welcome an opportunity to provide examples of the above or to discuss this issue in more detail at your convenience.  In the interim, we will be forced to send a lot of these patients to our local hospital. 
Respectfully;  
The Physicians and staff of  _________
